“Mosh, MamboTM, Movies and Maccas”

Young Adult Spirituality and Christian Community

Craig Mitchell

[This paper was first presented as part of a multimedia presentation to the Synod of Queensland in October 2002. So you’re getting this without the 3 screens of video clips, live music, an hilarious quiz, some personal stories which I told, and food! Not to mention that it was on the Gold Coast. It is a work in progress, meaning that I’m rewriting and expanding it, adding some detail from the reference material and more.]

Young adults are not all the same:

They are students, unemployed, 

managers, millionaires, 

singles, couples, 

parents, widowed. 

Some are in the morgue.

They are gay, straight, 

home owners, 

renting, landlords, 

travelling overseas, 

plumbers, PhD's, 

farmers, politicians, 

teachers, nurses, 

prisoners, solicitors,

 DJ's, film directors, 

clergy, soldiers , 

road maintenance workers, 

Olympians, stock brokers, 

even grandparents.

The young adults who finish school this year were born in 1985. That makes me feel old!

 According to them….(perhaps!)

· the Cold War is about avoiding the flu

· a drive-in is a lane at Maccas or KFC

· popcorn has always been microwave

· they can’t imagine life without a remote control

· have grown up with the threat of AIDS

· have seen typewriters in a museum

· think a stylus is used on a PDA
· were born after “Star Wars” & “Grease” were made

· have never used a bank passbook

· have only really known one Germany

· don’t remember Atari, Amiga or 8-track

· roller skating has always been inline

· don’t know or care who shot JR or JFK or why

OK, so much for being patronising towards young adults! Apologies!

This article is not about a six-step formula for getting young adults back to church. But it is about understanding young adults better and exploring how we connect with them as individuals, as households, and as communities of faith. It is about opening up possibilities rather than providing formulas.
There is a high level of interest in spirituality in Australian society, including interest among young adults. “Spirituality” is “in”. The Centre for Adolescent Health at Melbourne University runs an annual seminar on spirituality and health – it is always booked out. Universities conduct degree courses of spirituality. You can study a graduate diploma in how to be a civil celebrant in communal spiritual celebrations.

Richard Eckersley, the well-known researcher into youth issues, who is not a Christian, nevertheless sees spirituality as important for the health of young adults. For Eckerlesy, “spirituality is a deep sense of relatedness or connectedness to the world and the universe in which we live. Spirituality is the intuitive sense of what science seeks to explain rationally.” (Centre for Adolescent Health)

Tony Kelly, one of Australia’s prominent Catholic theologians says:

Spirituality is “being in touch with the real questions of life as they arise out of our most genuine sufferings and our most precious joys. It is the centre where we do not surrender to some lesser version of ourselves…, where we break out of all the ‘little boxes’, speak with out own voice or keep our own silence, rather than follows the scripts that others have prepared for us. It is the challenge of finding the real centre and the ultimate connection.”

(A New Imagining, Collins Dove)

For Kelly, spirituality is not simply a warm fuzzy feeling or an unguided relationship with the cosmos. Christian spirituality is imaginative, ecological, rational, relational, liberating, ethical, historical and transcendent. It is an encounter with One who is ultimately a mystery, is takes place in the here-and-now which we so often want to escape (for reasons which are healthy and unhealthy), and it involves a both a deep knowing and a deep transformation of our whole selves – spirit, mind and body.

And we should also recall these words as our orientation to spirituality:

“I have come that you might have life – life in all it’s fullness”.     Jesus

So how do today’s young adults, the new Generation Y as the advertisers like to call them, seek “life in all it’s fullness”? 

Where and how do young adults

· explore their inner self

· experience liberation and wholeness

· find a deep sense of community

· explore the big questions of life

· encounter spiritual practices and traditions

· connect with creation

· discover selfless service of others

That’s what we’ll be exploring as we look at Mosh, Mambo, Movies and Maccas.  It’s about performance and participation, it’s about a sense of place and space, it’s about passage and story, and it’s about a party.

MOSH

= community. participation, celebration, liminal, experiential

=  music is social

= spectacles tell stories

= beat not lyrics

= movement is central

= take it to the limits

= participants not spectators

[It looked much more funky on screen]

“God is a DJ” is a great song by the British band “Faithless”. <Insert lyrics here!> The title was used in a recent ABC TV special exploring dance culture and young adult spirituality. 

Take a moment to imagine that as a metaphor for the being the people of God:

God plays the music to which we dance. God calls the tune, mixes the rhythm. The dance is intensely communal, yet it is individual. We all move together as one, yet there are no right or wrong steps. You can learn from other dancers or make up your own.You can choose to be a spectator or you can be right up there in front of the stage. You can lose yourself in this dance. Lose yourself in ecstasy. And the dance can be dangerous. Dancing to God’s music is not always safe. You can collide, fall down, get exhausted.

If spirituality is about connectedness, community, celebration, we can start by asking – where do young people gather? Where are the biggest gatherings of young adults? Concerts, dance parties, raves, mosh pits. Large gatherings where you can lose yourself in the music and the movement. In the beat and in the crowd.

I want to suggest that in some spiritual sense, young people seek self-transcendence through music and dance, particularly in groups. Young adults seeks experiences of spirituality which are performance-based, but also participatory, that have an element of celebration, of self- forgetfulness, of physical transcendence

Music has been part of youth culture as long as there has been youth culture. In the last century, and we might add, before rock’n’roll, young people having their own music has been both culturally and commercially important in terms of creativity, identity and of course, consumerism.

Youth and young adults can be characterised generationally by the music we have grown up with – punk, r’n’B, rap, disco (unless of course you’re into country music which is generationally transcendent). This characterisation is not just in terms of the style of music, but what all of the things associated with it. How and where we listen to it, how we dance to it, who makes it.

The Australian Communities Survey conducted by Edith Cowan University and NCLS asked 8500 people across Australian society, 

“What gives a sense of peace and well-being?”

Third on the list of answers was “listening to music”.

[Why People Don’t Go to Church, NCLS/Openbook, 2002.]

Young people seek self-transcendence in some spiritual sense through music and dance, particularly in a big group. 

This self-transcendence is three-fold:

· it is about physical liminality – moving ‘beyond’ your everyday sensory experience through the music and the dance. Not surprisingly, some dance music is called trance music. Admittedly there can be a drug-induced element to this, however I want to suggest that this practice has its roots in religious traditions – in repeated physical ritual actions designed to lead to a temporary sense of physical self-transcendence. 

· And  secondly it is about a strong sense of community- you can go with only a couple of close friends, yet by the end of the evening feel a deep connectedness with those around you. You move and respond to the DJ as a group. So it is a sense of community grounded in movement – not brief movement like a pass the peace handshake or hand-clapping during a chorus, but prolonged, energetic, exuberant movement.

· thirdly, it about celebration. There is a spirit of enjoyment, having fun, having a good time. It’s about forgetting the drudgery of the everyday and living for the moment. If we had more time we could explore whether to some extent that is a response to the societal pressure that young adults primarily exist to get a good education and a good job.

On the recent ABC special “God is a DJ”, Stephen Crittenden, head of religious broadcasting at the ABC, suggests that this kind of dancing is not religious – it’s more like a form of play, nevertheless we can ask whether it parallels popular dance in other cultures.

Anglo-Australian culture is virtually bereft of any kind of folk dancing. In many other cultures around the world, including Aboriginal, Pacific, Asian, African and European cultures, communal dance is fundamental for celebration, story-telling, self-expression and creativity.

By contrast, the Western church has forgotten how to dance. We are both skeptical and fearful of ecstatic, physical expressions of faith. In many religions, repeated ritual movements which induce heightened awareness are commonplace. There are certainly potential dangers in this, but we seem to have gone to the other extreme. We have worship which is mind and soul, and worship which is body and soul, what about mind, body and soul.

British rock music expert Simon Frith says that who we are, our identity, is formed around habits or rituals, and that not only the kind of music we listen to but the ways in which we listen and move to music, the ways it is packaged and presented, the messages it contains, the kinds of people who make it – all of those things are central to the story of our lives. The story of punk is different from the story of soul music, the story of rap is different from the story of grunge. [Performing Rites, Oxford University Press, 1998.]

To understand a culture or sub-culture, we need to understand and appreciate how, why, where and when its people use and create music. This is the remix generation. Music and movement are absolutely fundamental for understanding and relating with young adults. Not all go to rave parties. But all young people listen and move to music of some kind in some ways at some times.

Tex Sample, in “The Spectacle of Worship in a Wired World”, says that we have misunderstood young people’s music as ‘mere entertainment’, whatever that means. He says that cultural spectacles are genuine carriers of story, identity and meaning. We don’t have to agree with all of the meanings or values being conveyed, but we do need to begin by understanding what is going on. Beat and rhythm are more important than lyrics. Music is a lifestyle. Music events are social events. Today’s young adults don’t just listen to music or watch a concert – they participate in the music enthusiastically. [Abingdon, 1998]

The church has dismissed spectacle as mere entertainment without appreciating and analysing the cultural practices at work. It is interesting that two associates of Stanley Hauerwas [Time Magazine’s Theologian of the Century], namely Tex Sample and Marva Dawn, could differ so much at this point. My money is on Tex. After all, he wrote the stunning “Ministry in an Oral Culture”. [Now I’ve named three theologians in one paragraph, so I hope we can all relax.]

The point of this is not about music in worship, it is saying that participating in music regularly in their daily lives and moving to that music, losing yourself in the rhythm, is fundamental to young adult spirituality. This is not an invitation to uncritically embrace the culture – but it is about recognising our own fears of bodily expressions of spirituality. It is also about identifying and understanding the places and practices outside the church where young people seek self-transcendence and community through music and dance.

MINISTRY CLUE #1

A church which connects with young adults will be….

· a people who welcome their music and encourage their movement…..

· a people who enjoy celebration in the best sense….

· a people who like to dance!

MAMBO

= space, creation, place, contemplation, sensual, environmental

On of my greatest “conversion” moments took place on a beach looking up at the stars. It was just like Psalm 8. David could have been sitting beside me playing his harp. As long as he knew Don McLean songs. (Just showing my age) It was “God why am I here. It’s all so big. I am so small.” You know the rest of it. If only Coldplay had been on the radio.

Just recently I read of a comprehensive university study in the UK of the educational value of a range of TV shows about the environment. The study found that Crocodile Hunter had more educational value than David Attenborough! According to the study, Steve Irwin gave a more realistic and less romantic view of nature and how we relate to it. 

Apparently David Attenborough is rather peeved about this, so after the “Life of Birds” and “Blue Planet”, his next series is going to be called “Big Sharp Teeth”. And I’m looking forward to the “David Attenborough” action figure!

 “Mambo” represents the beach - like Billabong and others, it’s a beach clothing label. And in talking about young adults it is probably appropriate to link fashion with sun, surf and sand.

We could chart Australian history as a history of the beach.

“On the Beach”, “Land of the Lost Weekend”. 

“The Atlantics”. “Crystal Voyager”, “Puberty Blues”, Summer Bay, Sea Change.

 Noosa, Bondi, Bells Beach, the Great Barrier Reef. And of course the Gold Coast.

In Australia, beach is as much about culture as place.

Where and how do young adults have a sense of spirituality? Where do they encounter God, the divine, a sense of transcendence? You’ve heard their voices – at the beach, in a sunset or sunrise.

When the Australian Community Survey asked people what gives them a sense of peace and well-being, one of the significant things was being in nature – being at the beach, in the bush, even in the garden – or just travelling in general. 

In the history of Christian spirituality, there are the apophatic and kataphatic poles of spiritual growth – of being filled and being emptied – of attending to what is happening and ignoring what is happening. If Mosh is about sensory overload, Mambo is about chilling out, reflecting, contemplating, finding space and a sense of place, getting in tune and in touch with Creation and the Creator.

Spirituality for young adults is about space and place, about the sensuality of being in nature. For young adults, spirituality is ecological and environmental. 

· It is organic rather than systematic

· it is pragmatic rather than theoretical

· it is intuitive rather than propositional

It is physical, situational, sensual. It is about being there, just doing it. It just is.

I’m not sure whether it is an antidote or a point of balance, that in a society which seems increasingly complex, electronic, artificial, young adults still connect with the outdoors as a place to regenerate. 

What does that kind of spiritual expression mean?

· a sense of awe and wonder 

· a sense of peace and harmony

· a sense of care and responsibility

· a sense of interconnectedness

Metaphors of road and journey are replaced by metaphors of connectedness and fluidity - the web, the circle, the wave.

Biologist Charles Birch says that largely due to the media, Westerners are afflicted with a certain romanticism about nature, which “tends to emphasise wholeness, unity, connectedness, fragility and the idea that any interference an any part of the ecological community will upset the whole and lead to disorder and chaos.” [The Riddle of Life]

Birch, who is a Christian, says that nature is no “Garden of Eden”. He says that  “life is a struggle against enormous odds and seems ever to have been so”. Birch says that because habitats change, specific, practical decisions about conversation, land use, protection of species, use of natural resources are important. Biological and environmental sciences give us concrete skills and tool for the care of God’s Creation.

Does this sense of God in nature mean anything different for young adults compared with older generations:

I would say “yes” in three senses:

Firstly, young adults are both more interested in the environment and more open to reconciliation with Aboriginal people than are older generations. Tony Kelly and Muriel Porter (and the person I said I wouldn’t quote) have suggested that there is something unique about being in this place, in this land, something which we recent immigrants are only beginning to grasp, of which our Aboriginal brothers and sisters have much deeper wisdom. They suggest that that our relationship with the land and our relationship as non-Aboriginal and Aboriginal people go hand in hand. We cannot resolve one without the other.

Secondly, according to the research, older adults are more likely to have a sense of place connected to where they have been living, so being in the garden, for example rates highly as a place of peace and well-being. For young adults who are more mobile and don’t necessarily have their own ‘space’ Recharging may have more to do with travel. The big thing about being a young adult is having your own wheels – about choosing when and where to get away. The place for “getting in touch” with nature is probably not in my neighbourhood. Forget about getting young adults to an indoor venue in their suburb for contemplation.

Thirdly, for young adults, attention to the environment is more likely to be combined with care for the environment than with older generations. In other words, spiritual activity might be as much about planting trees as sitting under a tree.

The Australian Communities Survey found that church non-attenders or infrequent attenders were more likely to see protecting the environment as an important life issue than frequent attenders, in fact they rated it as the number one issue of global concern.

Despite the fact that we have the world’s best climate here is Australia, “church” is primarily an indoor affair. Our worship services, Bible studies, Sunday schools, youth groups, meetings, fellowship groups etc, take place in buildings or sometimes people’s homes. It’s a big issue for farmers. Men in rural communities don’t go to church.  Church is about sitting down and listening, talking. They would rather have  a practical job or silence.

We’re not just talking here about having an outdoor church service once a month. The question is about being part of people’s lives in the places and at the times where they already have a sense of “connectedness” with God is some way.

What might it mean to invite young adults to engage in an environmental About Face – to apply their thinking, feeling and doing to perhaps move from a romanticised view of nature to an informed, practical engagement with it. Given her “about face” on salinity, Meg Lees might be the patron.

In the UC in Victoria there is an Earth Team. It’s a group of young adults involved in action and education on environmental issues, 

Before we leave the beach, I want to suggest this environmental, sensory dimension of spirituality is often at odds with the bland functionalism of our church premises and practices. 

My ideal indoor church environment is one in which we have the space, creativity and resources to play at creating and recreating sacred spaces – wellsprings for relaxation and contemplation. Did you know that when he was a young boy, Steven Spielberg’s mother let him put six inches of sand in his bedroom so he could make a beach movie?

The Pool at Port Arthur comes to mind as a place to which people are drawn.

What about:

- an outdoor labyrinth?

- a waterfall?

- a hearing space for people who can’t see?

- a touching space for people who can’t hear?

- a place of images

One of the best things we might do with some  of our church buildings  is forget the building part and turn them into outdoor, public, sacred spaced. I wonder whether our Aboriginal brothers and sisters could educate us about that”

What if our mission was to create outdoor, public spaces for reflection and meditation

MINISTRY CLUE #2

A church that connects with young adults will be

· a people who are passionate about the outdoors and environmental action

· a people who create public spaces and opportunities for embodied prayer and reflection

· a people who learn about the land from those who know it best

MOVIES

= story, characters, passage, communication, symbolic, episodic

= non-rational, non-linear, ethics, pluralistic, global, choices

I remember our family getting our first black and white television. Actually it was pink and white – it had some kind of sun reflection screen. I remember seeing Roy Rogers and his pink horse. And the Lone Ranger saying “Hi Ho! Lavender!”  It was a whole new world seen through rose coloured glasses.

I remember movies on the big screen – the canvas seats at the Boomerang in Annerley. I recall them for several reasons. And also sitting in the back seat of the old Holden with the family at the drive-in watching something or other. 

Young adults today have always known TV. Colour TV. They’ve always had a VCR. Most have had computers for ages and the Internet for a while. Cable TV is cool. You can watch movies on cable, DVD, or VCD. And now you can make your own movies on the PC and shown them on the Web.. 

The third cultural practice which postmodern spirituality not only derives from but takes place is on the screen - the powerful story-telling which takes place on TV and in movie theatres. Peter Horsfield has suggested that the mass media are the main arena for religious representation and  conversation today. [ see his CDROM at www,mediatedspirit.com]

Movies immerse us in another world where we do not simply forget ourselves, but bring ourselves into conversation with another story. Good movies are like windows to the soul and to God, they evoke strong feelings and deep thoughts both during the movie and after we ‘return’ to our everyday world. 

The story of my life meets another story, which by virtue of the power of the screen, the craft of movie-making and a good script, allows me to compare and contrast my one life and values, my beliefs and actions, with those of the characters on screen.

The best stories are 

· personal and global,

· particular and universal,

· sensory and symbolic,

· everyday and extraordinary

· truthful and transformational
Movies are about relationships, choices, cause and effects, values – they are about ethics.

Movies are about what might be or what might have been.

One of the strong recent trends in movies is about what might have beens – movies like “Sliding Doors” and “Me Myself I”. Movies not only allow us to escape the everyday world for a couple of hours, they also invite our imaginations to see different possibilities for our lives and our world.

Movies take us on a journey from one place to another. They are about transformation, a birth, a passage to new life.

Stories are also non-rational. They may have an inner logic, but they make up their own rules (as recent movies like Memento and Mulholland Drive show us.) 

For young adults, spirituality may be sensual but it is also mystical. It is about the unexplained, the supernatural, the truth that is “out there”, the gap between science and reality. And we could name a stack of movies and TV shows which explore this. (X-Files, Charmed, Buffy for example)

Narrative theologians tell us that not only is the Bible in story form, but that human experience has a narrative quality. We see ourselves as characters acting in ways which will produce certain effects, we associate with stories as ways of understanding our actions and their effects, and others actions, we find ourselves in ‘big’ stories about God, the universe and everything. [Stanley Hauerwas, Alasdair MacIntyre, Hans Frei, James McLendon, Nicholas Lash]

So what? Philip Hughes says that the Australian research into religious attitudes increasingly indicates that people put together their own story, they construct their spiritual identity from a range of spiritual stories and practices, and that this sense of identity changes over time. [see Why People Don’t Go to Church] The evidence from the Australian Communities Survey is of people outside the church holding fairly Orthodox religious views alongside fairly unorthodox views about God and spirituality, and of people dabbling in a range of spiritual practices – yoga, tarot cards, crystals.

Dr. Hughes says that the challenge for the church is to see this as a given.

· What if people are more likely to wander in an out of Christian faith?

· What if their associations with church are likely to be occasional, short-term or tenuous at best?

· What if people are likely to take on board those aspects of faith that seem most helpful to them at a particular time, and at the same time adhere to a whole range of other, even conflicting views and habits?

· What if in fact that is what most of us already do most of the time?

Secondly,both cutltural and linguistic theorists and educators note that people are increasingly visually oriented. Linguists like Walter Ong, cultural theorists like Tex Sample invite us to take seriously the shift from text culture to visual culture. Tex Sample reports on a study in Scientific American where teachers of mathematics noted the shift over time in their students ability to learn mathematical theorems when visual teaching methods were used. Today’s young adults are more oral than literate (in that sense they are more like their grandparents than their parents), and they are visual learners. [Ong: Orality and Literacy; Sample: Ministry in an Oral Culture; The Spectacle of Worship in a Wired World]

Both the Australian Communities Survey and the Making Disciples survey included movies among some of their questions [Making Disciples: Uniting Education]. Young adults in the wider community were more likely than older adults to see movies as a source of peace and well-being. Young adults in the church were more likely than older adults to see movies as a source of growth in faith. 

Interestingly, it didn’t rate highly with either group compared with other options – both music and nature, which we’ve mentioned, and a third which we’ll look at shortly. Which suggests at least to me that people don’t primarily go to the movies for a sense of peace and well-being – quite the opposite in fact. People go for a laugh, a scare, a thrill, a mystery, a mind challenge. People also go to be with other people. Movie-going is a social practice.

And yet in that story-telling, deep questions are explored. Look at Signs, Sixth Sense, Chocolat, Star Wars – not to mention The Castle, Waking Ned Devine, and Run Lola Run. 

Thirdly, the best stories are transformational – they are about tough choices, love and loss, truth and deceit, failure and success, hope and despair, rejection and acceptance.

Church can be like a movie to the extent to which it immerses us in God’s story and the story of others, in a way which allows us to bring our own story (not leave it behind).

Church can be like a movie to the extent to which it engages us deeply with the stories of others.

Church can be movie-like to the extent to which its worship, learning and mission are multi-sensory and narrative.  In my opinion, the most boring part of worship is usually the Bible reading.

As Walter Bruegemann says in Biblical Perspectives on Evangelism, church should be a public gospel drama – the good news being acted out physically, visibly in the world. [Abingdon, 1993]

In Auckland a church hosts a public “stations of the cross” every Easter, where each station is an outdoor, experiential space. Teams are given each station to create. The experience is participatory and multi-sensory. Apparently this year, one thousand people of all ages and persuasions came to experience this event.
We have all grown up with the screen. What is different for this generation is 

· their reliance on visual input and stories for learning

· the rise of fantasy and the supernatural in movies

· the extent to which globalism, pluralism and yet also a kind of ‘universalism’ are pervasive electronic media [these are not the same!]

· the degree to which they watch movies and the breadth of the material

· their ability to become move-makers, visual story-tellers. (The craft of story-telling is still oral, but it is also multi-media.)

MINISTRY CLUE #3

A church that connects with young adults will be

· a people who encourage multi-sensory story-telling

· a people who willingly explore and respond to pluralism and globalism

· a people who enable  young adults to become story-tellers

MACCAS

= supper, community, party, conversation, informal, eating

Where do young people gather? At Maccas, in cafes, for pizza, in pubs, in each others homes. Part of being a young adult is that I can eat when, where and with whom I choose. Food and friendship go together. 

When the ACS asked people:

What gives a sense of peace and well-being

Spending time with your family 89%

Spending time with friends 80%

Again this matches the data from the “Making Disciples” survey conducted by UniEd.

In terms of what helped people grow in faith, being with family and friends rated highly.

Examples on screen:

Café Church – a church meeting regularly and changing its style and atmosphere

Soul Food Café. – a church taking over a local café once a month

Warehouse Café – a church selling its properties and buying a café!

People also said that involvement with family and friends is what gives meaning to life. 

Young adults experience community in a micro and a macro sense - with close family and friends, and in a global sense.

And according to a recent UK poll, people think that the most significant global event of the last century was the death of Princess Diana. She rated just ahead of World War II.

Young adults are the most globally aware generation. Even though it is a global view dominated by media influence, they are probably more media savvy than older adults.

In a community sense, young adults are nomadic. They move in, make friendships and move on, for a whole range of reasons. They are a highly mobile generation. 

Community is transitory – and community takes place in households but also around meal and supper tables. The meal is the deal. Coffee and conversation go together. Supper is time for sharing. You can get personal around pizza.

In other words, community is not contrived around a formal group that someone has formed to meet in a certain time at a certain place – it happens whenever and wherever you get together with those you are close to – and there is usually food and rink involved.

Jesus was often eating and drinking, so much so that he got a reputation as a bit of a pig in that regard. One of his images of the kingdom of God was a party to which everyone was invited. In  fact, the issue was with whom he was eating, the company he kept, and as part of that his total disregard for issues about purity and holiness.

In contrast to this, “church” features three kinds of eating – Holy Communion, a usually very serious, highly ritualised mini-meal, morning teas where the cheapest coffee and biscuits in the world are served, and shared casserole meals with 57 different varieties of quiche, tuna mornay and iced buns.

Community is not only about welcome, it is about hospitality. If Eucharist is an effective sign of the inbreaking reign of God, then there’s a daily gap between THE meal and our meals. The reign of God is about where, with whom and what we eat. The meal is the deal.

Is “church” about who we share Holy Communion with or about who we eat dinner with? The answer is yes and yes. The more that being church is about everyday life, the more hospitality is about welcoming people into homes rather than simply welcoming them into the service. The gap between what the Eucharist announces and the way we live narrows – it’s an eschatological gap. 

So if you’ve come tonight to find out how to get young adults to come to your church, recall for a moment that Eucharist began as an extended household meal. “Church” does not begin when people walk into the Sunday service and then continue into our homes. Worship gathers up our everyday lives and says “Here we are, God”.

The sense of community experienced by young adults is everyday, intimate community. Perhaps that needs to be challenged, but the question for us is the question about living eucharistic lives. The question is not just about getting a coffee percolator for the church hall, but asking “where do people gather?”

[At this point in the original presentation we shared bread together in small groups.]

Mosh, Mambo, Maccas, Movies

Where two or three dance, I am there…

Where two or three tend the earth, I am there…

Where two or three tell the story, I am there

Where two or three share a meal, I am there
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