
Crafting
 Sacred
 Spaces
 with Mark Pierson
 14-17 September

 The Church of the Trinity
 Goodwood Rd.

What would happen to the worship I prepared if I looked at 

it di erently? What if I saw the task not as a mechanical, 

logical, modernist one of putting stu  in the right order so 

that it ‘progressed’ through a form to give a predetermined 

message with an anticipated outcome, but instead saw 

myself more like a curator of an art gallery?  A curator who 

considers the space and environment as well as the content 

of worship and who takes these elements and puts them in 

a particular arrangement, considering juxtaposition, style, 

distance, light, shade, and so on. A maker of a context for 

worship rather than a presenter of content. A provider of a 

frame inside which the elements are arranged and 

rearranged to convey a particular message for a particular 

purpose. A message that may or may not be overtly 

obvious, may or may not be similar to the message 

perceived by another worshipper.
 
from “The Prodigal Project” by Mike Ridell, Mark Pierson 

and Cathy Kirkpatrick, London: SPCK, 2000.

www.unitingcollege.org.au



As Pastor at Cityside Baptist 

Church in Auckland, Mark 

Pierson pioneered the 

development of ‘alternative 

worship’, using creative arts to 

transform worship and engage 

the wider community.  Each 

year about 1000 people 

visited the Easter Stations of 

the Cross created by local 

artists. Mark is co-author of 

“The Prodigal Project” which 

explores how to curate 

worship for postmodern 

people. After co-ordinating 

Urban Seed, an inner city 

mission initiative in 

Melbourne, Mark is now 

working with World Vision in 

New Zealand. He wrote his 

MMin thesis on the role of art 

in contemporary worship and 

mission. Mark also initiated 

the Advent in Art project and 

Lenten Reflection packs. Visit 

www.cityside.org.nz and 

www.alternativeworship.org

Monday  14 September
6.30-9.30 pm [re]generate - Astor Hotel, Pulteney St.

Mark talks about Cityside’s journey over dinner. 

Tuesday 15 September
9.30am-12.30pm Creating ‘Alternative Worship’

Input and workshop time with Mark. 

Afternoon - optional workshop time.

7.30-9.30 pm  Exploring ‘Alternative Worship’ - foundations, 

frameworks, examples

Wednesday 16 September
9.30am-12.30pm Creating Public Sacred Spaces

Input and workshop time with Mark. 

Afternoon - optional workshop time.

7.30-9.30 pm  Exploring Public Sacred Spaces - foundations, 

frameworks, examples

Thursday 17 September
Daytime - Setting up and hosting public sacred spaces in the city

6.30-8.30 pm Dinner &  reflection with Mark

“Crafting Sacred Spaces” is 

an experiential gathering 

focused on the use of 

creative arts to craft 

engaging worship 

environments.

Day 1 of the program 

explores ‘alternative 

worship’ within the context 

of Christian community - 

learning about ‘curating’ 

multi-sensory, participatory 

worship experiences.

Day 2 focuses on creating 

public sacred spaces - 

outdoor and indoor 

installations that invite 

passers-by to explore and 

express their spirituality in 

response to the Christian 

story.

Day 3 is an opportunity to 

set up a public installation 

space as a way of putting 

into practice ways of 

engaging with the wider 

community.

FOR MORE INFORMATION

contact Craig Mitchell,

8416 8428 or email

craig.mitchell@flinders.

edu.au



Registration Form

Return to Uniting College, 34 Lipsett Tce., 
Brooklyn Park 5032 with payment by Friday 4 September. 
For further information phone 8416 8427.

Name: ...............................................................................................

Address: ............................................................................................

............................................................................................................

Tel: (day) ..........................................................................................

Mobile: .............................................................................................

Email: ...............................................................................................

PROGRAM INFORMATION
(Please read the following carefully and see which options 
suit you best. Tick the boxes to indicate your choices.)

MONDAY 14th SEPTEMBER [re]generate - 6.30-9.30 pm
 Astor Hotel, Cnr Pulteney & Gilles St, Adelaide
 $10 (payable now) plus meal cost on the night
 Meals from $10. Menu at www.theastor.com.au

TUESDAY 15th & WEDNESDAY 16th SEPTEMBER
 Pay as an individual $15 per session
 OR attend as a congregational group $250 total
 (no charge for afternoon workshop time. BYO lunch.)

See over for further program details.

THURSDAY 17th SEPTEMBER
 This day involves installing and hosting public
 sacred spaces prepared during the Tuesday and
 Wednesday workshops at locations around
 Adelaide, followed by a debrief over dinner.
 There is no charge for participation other than 
 evening meal cost. Meal under $20. Venue tba. 

ATTENDANCE & FEES (please tick appropriate boxes)

 Monday 14th September $10.00

 Tuesday 15 September, 9.30 am - 12.30 pm $15.00

 Tuesday 15 September, 7.30 - 9.30 pm $15.00

 Wednesday 16 September, 9.30 am - 12.30 pm $15.00

 Wednesday 16 September, 7.30 - 9.30 pm $15.00

 I am part of a group attending from 

 ................................................................. church
 (group fee $250.00 covers Tuesday and Wednesday)

ı I will be attending Thursday’s program

TOTAL ENCLOSED: $ ......................................................

All fees are GST inclusive. Tax invoice available on request.
Make cheques payable to “Uniting College.” Call 8416 8427
to make credit card payments.


