
Mustard
Seeds

of Misson

c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  f o r  m i n i s t e r s

A twelve-month
learning experience
about building links

and discovering strengths
in your local community

You are invited to join with peers in ministry in a

twelve-month directed program of reflection and

action in the area of missional leadership in

congregations. The program offers a combination

of peer reflection, guided reading, local mission

action, online discussion, and participation in two

worskhops.

The program focuses on local mission through

application of the understandings and practices of

community development as an expression of

Christian mission. 

When we pray, “Your will be done on earth as it is

in heaven,” we open ourselves to participation in

God’s transformation of our world into a true

community of love, peace and justice for all. We

become partners in God’s vision of shalom. We are

called not to be preoccupied with the health of

the church, but to invest our gifts and energy

towards the wholeness of the world. Indeed, it is

as we ‘lose’ ourselves in service that we ‘find’

ourselves with Christ.

To see the health of our local community as a

focus of our mission is not to seek to ‘fix’ its

problems, but to discover, appreciate and foster

the God-given strengths of people in our streets

and suburbs. This way of mission builds

surprising and even unlikely partnerships with

others and trusts that as people learn to

collaborate and help one another, grace is made

known, community is rekindled and people come

to discover ‘life in all its fullness’.

“In a real sense all
life is inter-related.

All people are caught
in an inescapable

network of mutuality,
tied in a single

garment of destiny.”
Martin Luther King Jr.

“It takes a village
to raise a child.”

African Proverb



Learning Program 
The program is co-sponsored by the Mission

Resourcing Network and Parkin-Wesley College,

and builds on the work of Jim Cavaye with the

Presbytery in August 2006.

The key components of the program are

❖participation in regular face-to-face peer 

learning groups - these groups will meet

four times during the year 

❖directed reading

❖development of local mission links through

applying insights about community

development

❖participation in two worskhops - Thursday

7 June and Tuesday 18 September

❖optional participation in an Internet

discussion forum

Ministers in an existing peer group are welcome

to use the materials in their current group.

Others wishing to form or join are group will be

assisted to find a suitable group to join.

An information and sign-up session will be held

on Tuesday 13 March, 1.30 - 3.00 pm at Room S1

at the Adelaide College of Divinity. 

The co-ordinators of the program are

Rob Stoner8236 4244

rob@sa.uca.org.au

Louise Johnson82364237

louisej@sa.uca.org.au

Craig Mitchell84168428

craig.mitchell@flinders.edu.au

Expression of Interest
“Mustard Seeds of Mission” Program

Name: ____________________________________

Address: __________________________________

_________________________________________

Tel(H):_____________________________

(W):_____________________________

Mobile: _____________________________

Email: _____________________________

Congregation/Agency:______________________

❒I can / cannot attend the information session

on 20 March (circle one)

❒I wish to participate in the peer learning

program

❒I would like to join a peer learning group

❒I would like further information before

deciding whether to participate in the program.

❒I am interested in taking the program for

academic credit.

Mail to:

Peer Learning Groups

Parkin-Wesley College

34 Lipsett Tce. Brooklyn Park SA 5032

Email: p-wcollege@flinders.edu.au

The four group meetings and readings address

four community development themes:

1. Visions of Community

Reflecting on Christian perspectives on

‘community’ as a core element of mission

2. Discovering Community Strengths

Understanding the shift from a deficit or needs-

centred approach to an asset or strength-based

approach to community life

3. Building Community Partnerships

Exploring and applying steps in building

relationships and fostering trust with people

and groups in the wider community

4. Shared Action for Healthier Communities

Practical steps and principles for developing

shared plans and projects within the wider

community.

Costs and Credit
There is a basic program cost of $60 to cover

the booklet of readings. 

As an option, ministers may engage in the

program for academic credit at a range of levels

through Parkin-Wesley College. However, this 

is not required for participation in the program.

Ministers choosing to undertake the program

for academic credit will have additional reading

and essay or project requirements related to

their level of study – Diploma, Degree or Post-

graduate level. There will be an additional fee

based on the standard course fees for the ACD.


