


Steve Collins               
walk the uneven landscape of the postmodern church

immerse yourself in multi-sensory alternative worship

touch the interface between lasting faith and passing culture

Steve is from the UK where he has 
been a member of the Grace 
alternative worship community since 
its early days 8 years ago. Based at 
St. Mary’s Anglican Church in Ealing, 
London, Grace has been one of the 
pioneers of ‘alternative’ worship in the 
UK. Grace is a small community 
seeking to be faithful and authentic in 
a postmodern world. And working its 
way through a post-evangelical faith. 
It is part of a loose network of 
churches on a similar journey.

Steve is an interior architect with a 
passion for photography, graphic 
design, the sea and the mountains, 
apple macs, 70s music, chillout music 
and the colour orange.

Steve is a storyteller, chronicler and 
analyst of the alternative worship 
movement in print and on the web - 
http://www.alternativeworship.org 
and http://www.smallritual.org. 
He has written many articles about 
emerging church and alternative 
worship matters, and thinks creatively 
about the connections between 
gospel, church and culture.

Steve says “The Grace community 
includes writers, web designers, an 
entrepreneur, an architect, BBC staff, 
an artist, students, teachers and 
more, all of whom bring the talents 
and perspectives from their 'secular' 
lives to the making of this unique 
church experience. Our age range is 
from teenagers to 50+. Some of us 
are single, some are married, some 
have families.”

Check out Steve
http://www.freshworship.org
http://www.smallfire.org
http://www.labyrinth.org.uk

Thirty pairs of shoes. From Kenya, Kosovo, Pakistan, Peru, Rwanda, 
Nigeria... Thirty stories of faith. From an athlete, a former addict, a 
refugee, a village housewife, a child, a prisoner... Stories of hope and 
despair, presence and absence... Stories of God. Stand by their 
shoes. Step into their stories. This indeed is holy ground.

“Holy Ground” was a multi-sensory prayer experience presenting real 
shoes and their owners’ genuine faith stories at UK’s Greenbelt festival 
in 2005. It reflects the creative spirit of alternative worship 
communities - honest stories, everyday culture, immersive experience, 
and opening up scripture in thoughtful, surprising ways. 

Steve says :
Alternative worship is what happens when people create worship for 
themselves, in a way that fully reflects who they are as people and the 
culture that they live their everyday lives in... It takes much of its 
content from the secular world - the music, the language, often the 
imagery - because it sees the presence of God in these things, and 
knows that spirituality has to make sense in the context of our secular 
lives if it is to nourish us and help us be salt and light.

At the same time, alternative worship searches the traditions of the 
Church for resources that fit the needs of the present. Christianity has 
rich storehouses of spiritual treasures. Many of these lie neglected or 
forgotten, but have renewed relevance - others have been exhausted 
by overuse and need to be rested, or have become irrelevant to the 
current needs of church and world. Alternative worship tries to 
interpret tradition faithfully into new contexts - but this may mean 
changing the form in order to preserve or revivify the meaning.

Alternative worship is not about trendy evangelism. It is not about 
dressing the Church up in contemporary clothes to appeal to 
outsiders. It is not about putting on a spectacle in order to get a 
message across. It is an attempt by the people involved to make 
worship for themselves that is real, that allows them to bring their 
whole selves and lives before God, not just the religious parts. That 
means acknowledging in church that we do go to clubs, argue about 
politics, watch TV and films, have curious and detailed knowledge of 
parts of the music world, get stressed about our jobs, shout at the 
children...and that God is right there with us. So it seems natural to 
continue the conversation in God's house, without suddenly 
pretending to be respectable.
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